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State Awards 37 SUSD Seniors with Highest Arts Honor 

 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (May 5, 2020) – Thirty-seven members of Scottsdale Unified School District’s Class of 
2020 are among the first recipients of the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)’s new State Seal of 
Arts Proficiency. The seal recognizes and celebrates graduating seniors’ high levels of achievement in 
meeting the ADE’s Arizona Arts Education Standards. The seal was established last year by the Arizona 
Legislature and signed into law by Governor Doug Ducey. 
 
The ADE seal was also adopted to identify pathways of artistic literacy that cultivate skills for 21st 
century success, prepare students for college and career readiness, including active participation in the 
creative industries sector, and to promote increased access to well-rounded, high-quality arts 
education across the state. 
 
Students who receive the seal were selected based on their grade point averages throughout their 
high school career, consistently strong performances in their Arts education courses and a digital 
portfolio of their work. 
 
“The Arts are essential components of a complex and well-rounded education,” says Scottsdale Unified 
Superintendent Dr. John Kriekard. “These excelling students have shown a passion for the art of their 
choice, be it dance, music, theater or visual, and, for some of them, a combination of these pursuits. 
They exemplify what it means to commit to an endeavor, to dedicate themselves to learn more and to 
improve their craft.” 
 
“To see those qualities in someone of this age,” continues Kriekard, “is truly extraordinary. We could 
not be more proud of these first-ever SUSD recipients of the new state Arts Seal.  And we are equally 
proud of and thankful to their District teachers, who, over each of these students’ high school years, 
have helped develop and hone their talents to amazing levels. I have no doubt we will be hearing 
about them in the future, as they pursue further studies and careers in the arts.” 
 
SUSD’s recipients of the 2020 State Seal of Arts Proficiency: 
 
Arcadia High School:   Lainey Durchslag (Band/Film) 

Toni Stark (Theatre/Visual Art) 
Oriana Valcamp (Theatre) 
Jamie Villarreal (Theatre/Visual Art) 
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Chaparral High School:  Ayda Bayati (Band/Choir/Theatre) 
Cole Carney (Band/Theatre) 
Alexis Goldschmidt (Choir/Band/Theatre) 
Sarah Wolin (Visual Art) 

 
Desert Mountain High School: Nikita Anand (Choir) 

Kaitlyn Antioco (Choir) 
Elisabelle Bizon (Theatre) 
Trinity Chin (Visual Art) 
Lauren Dresler (Band/Visual Art) 
Trevor Enault (Theatre) 
Mikayla Glancy (Theatre) 
Eleni Katergaris (Band) 
Rebecca Laakso (Visual Art) 
Brittany Matthews (Theatre) 
Lauren Oh (Dance/Theatre) 
Mia Person (Dance) 
Lauren Reilly (Theatre) 
Cara Richman (Theatre) 
Kamryn Smith (Dance/Theatre) 
Macie Wilson (Theatre) 

 
Saguaro High School:   Chloe Colbert (Band) 

Lauryn Davis (Choir) 
Acacia Dustman Wastchak (Band) 
Matthew Gross (Theatre/Choir) 
Jeffrey Harrison (Orchestra) 
Ethan Hughes (Visual Arts) 
Daniel Hutton (Orchestra) 
Aidan Jacobson (Orchestra) 
Anna Jakubczyk (Orchestra) 
Alexis McNally (Theatre) 
Violet Rowland (Dance) 
Sydney Steinmetz (Band) 
Alessandra Velarde (Choir) 

 
# # # 

 
About the Scottsdale Unified School District 
Located northeast of metropolitan Phoenix, the District serves the educational needs of students and families of 
23,000 students across 29 campuses. Approximately 240,476 people reside within its boundaries. The District’s 
award-winning academic, arts and athletic programs draw students from Phoenix, Paradise Valley, Fountain 
Hills, Tempe and Scottsdale. A highly experienced, professionally certified teaching staff fosters a diverse and 
rigorous educational environment to develop the potential in every individual learner. Offering gifted learning, 
special education, career and technical education, and a variety of athletics, arts and enrichment programs and 
clubs, SUSD provides the rich environment today’s students need to explore their interests, develop important 
social skills and grow into tomorrow’s leaders. For more information, visit www.susd.org and follow along on 
social media: Facebook: @ScottsdaleUSD, Twitter: @ScottsdaleUSD, Instagram: @ScottsdaleUnifiedSD, 
Nextdoor, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
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